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Letter from the Board President

Dear Friends,

Another summer has come
and gone taking with it the
overwhelming heat. As another
school year begins our Guests
are chin deep in books, school
supplies and homework. It is
good to return to a familiar
routine when the turmoil of
homelessness surrounds you.
We are blessed to have the
opportunity to help our Guests
find some of that familiar rou-
tine again. Simple tasks we
often take for granted like shop-
ping for school supplies or
“school” clothes takes on a new
meaning for those uprooted
from their homes. We are
grateful for those who make it
possible for us to help our
Guests accomplish these tasks.

With your generous help, we
were able to raise $32,400 at
our annual Host Reception and
Silent Auction. That amounts to
about 30% of our annual operat-

ing budget. There is a lot of
volunteer time and effort that
goes into this annual event and
we are so very grateful to all of
you who help year after year to
make it so successful! Without
your help, this would not and
COULD NOT be possible.

We are fast approaching our
second annual fund raising event
— Holiday gift wrapping! We
will again be at Colonial Brook-
wood Mall and hope to see you
all there. We will begin Friday
after Thanksgiving and wrap
through Christmas Eve. Volun-
teers are needed to work daily
shifts that are being organized
by the individual Congregations
in our network. The gift wrap
calendar and can be found on
our website.

Speaking of our website, we
are working to update the site
to add on-line donations! Stay
tuned as that upgrade is under
construction for the next 6
weeks or so. We will keep you

updated as we get closer to
making that available to Donors.

As always, we appreciate
your time and gifts to support
this ministry and the works we
do. We would like to know if
you would like to receive this
newsletter via email. This saves
us both printing and postage
costs while still keeping you “in
the loop” as to our progress
and efforts to fight homeless-
ness. Please email Meredith
Showacre at bhnad-
min@earthlink.net with EMAIL
ME NEWSLETTER in the sub-
ject line to be added to our
email list.

The gift of being in service to
others is the joy that comes
from making a difference in
their lives. With your help, we
are making that difference and
are grateful for the gift.

Paula Williamson
President

News from the Day Center

The holiday season is already
upon us. The weather is
cooling down and the Christ-
mas trees are already up in
department stores across
the country. Shelters all
over Birmingham including
BHN have begun to prepare
for the very busy November
and December ahead of us.
The holiday season is a time

of great need at homeless
shelters and it is never too
early to start thinking about
sponsoring a family. How-
ever, BHN does holiday
sponsorship differently than
your average shelter. We
encourage our donors to
give gift cards to stores such
as Wal-Mart and Target in-
stead of giving physical items.

This allows the mothers and
fathers staying with us at
BHN to be a part of the hus-
tle and bustle holiday shop-
ping. If you feel you are being
led to give a donation for the
upcoming holiday season
please call our office to find
out the details.
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A Note From Saint John’s United Methodist Church

It is with sadness that we at BHN say good bye to Saint John's as a host
congregation, but with joy also as they are able to step into a new role as a
support congregation to Huffman United Methodist Church.The following
is a letter from the coordinators of Saint John’s:

Dear Friends,

Rick and | would like to say thank you for the opportunity to Honor God by serving others through The Birmingham
Hospitality Network. It has been a great honor to host the families. It was always our desire for the families to feel wel-

come and cared about and | hope that we were able to do that.

God has always been about teaching and he has taught Rick and me about being more compassionate and caring about
the situation of others by not sitting around but by doing something.

A special thank you to Rana Cowan, Meredith Showacre and Kim Kimberlin of St. Luke’s for a friendly voice when |
had questions about anything and everything.

Our prayer is that your work will always continue and that people that you don’t know that have fallen on hard times
will continue to be shown kindness and caring through all of the volunteers and this organization.

Matthew 25: 35-36 For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, |

was in prison any you came to visit me.

Rick and Charlene Sharp

Birmingham Hospitality Network and My Child’s Closet Working Hand in Hand

Mothers, fathers, grandparents, aunts, and uncles all can playa  through social agencies. My Child's Closet has recently incorpo-
major part in raising a child. There is so much that goes into the  rated as a non-profit organization and they are also in the process
upbringing of a child and many of us tend to take for granted the of applying for 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt status. As a new ministry
simple things like the clothes they wear every day. When families  they need the help of the community in order to continue their
enter into our shelter many times growth.
they have nothing but a suitcase There are three unique ways
of the bare necessities. The fami- you to help My Child’s Closet
lies will not have enough clothes extend its reach in Birmingham:
to make it through the week make a monetary donation,
without doing laundry let alone sponsor a children’s clothing
the proper school uniforms or a drive, and most importantly give
special outfit for the holidays. My your child or teen’s gently used
Child’s Closet has opened its clothing to My Child’s Closet. If
doors in hopes of lightening the you are interested in making a
burden of families already living without so much. difference in your community please visit My Child’s Closet’s

BHN strives to help spread the W°"'d regardirl‘ng new ministries.  \vepsite WWW.MYchildscloset.org to answer any further
My Child’s Closet is the only children's and teen's clothes closet questions you may have. Birmingham Hospitability Network

in Birmingham. They collect gently used clothing in great condi- thanks you for supporting our partnership with My Child’s Closet.
tion and give it free of charge to needy children who are referred

Address: P.O. Box 531233 Birmingham, AL 35253 Phone: (205) 90346


http://www.mychildscloset.org/index.html

“ A Community Response for Homeless Families”

Christmas Bells Are Ringing

The holidays are approaching quicker than you think and BHN supporters know that this means
only one thing. Our annual Holiday Gift Wrap Booth at Brookwood Mall is just around the corner.
This particular fundraiser proves to be BHN's second most lucrative project each year and therefore
is crucial to BHN's budget. This year it will be upstairs, just outside of Macy’s, in the old Holly Tree
storefront. We would love to have you bring all your holiday gifts to us to wrap. If you'd like to
volunteer to wrap gifts, please contact your coordinator or board member. For additional informa-
tion regarding volunteer opportunities please visit our website or feel free to call our office. We
look forward to hearing from you!

Also, we will be selling holiday greeting cards again this year! Below you will see our five differ-
ent designs. Each card was created by a child who resided at BHN. The cards are packaged in packs
of 10 and will be sold at the gift wrap booth for only 10 dollars. Help spread holiday cheer by sup-

porting BHN!

BHN Wants to Welcome a New Board Member

BHN wants to welcome a new board member to the team, Susan McAlister! Susan
and her husband David have been members at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church for eighteen
years. The McAlister’s are no strangers to BHN. When St. Stephen’s joined us as a host con-
gregation in 2003, Susan was their first Coordinator, and David was their first Board member-.
This past fall, Susan passed the Coordinators torch to Tom Dingledy so that she could step up
as a Board member. She hopes to be a part of the future growth of BHN. Susan would like to
see support services for former guests expand and also to develop a mentoring program so
that our supporters can stay connected with our guests through the years. We hope that
through Susan’s involvement as a Board member we can see some of her ideas become a real-
ity. We are grateful for her passion for the homeless community and to Birmingham Hospital-
ity Network. We thank her and look forward to her continued commitment to our mission.

Www.BirminghamHospitalityNetwork.com Email: bhnrc@earthlink.net

The Shelter
Always
Needs....

1 Cleaning
Supplies

1 Laundry soap
1 Paper towels
1 Gas gift cards
1 Birthday cards

9 Clear book
bags

1 Long distance
phone cards

1 Trash bags
9 AA batteries
9 AAA batteries

1 Hygiene
products

9 Blank note
cards

1 Wal-mart gift
cards

1 Stamps

1 Computer
paper
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A Special Thanks to Our Auction Sponsors

Without the generous donations In Memory of Ora Cowan
I.PS.

Fred and Helen Martin

Moore Syndication

Tommy and Kay Payne

Bob and Pam Phillips

Ned and Anne Rand

Neil and Kim Roth

Jessica Germany and Ed Senter
Serendipity Sunday School Class
Dr. Terrell Spencer

Bryson and Belinda Waldo
Ronald J. Williams

from our many Sponsors our Auction
would not be the success that it is
each year. We would like to thank
each of our sponsors for making our
9 Annual Host Reception and Silent
Auction a wonderful event. We are
already looking forward to next July
and hope to see you there!

Bronze Level Sponsors

Brooks Interiors

Mike and Lynn Coffey
Chris and Glenn Davis
Larry and Diane Dunn
Barbara Finch

John and Pam Floyd

Bud and Julie Gabis
George Anderson Associates
Jon and Kristi Gidley
Wayne and Darlene Green
Christine Heckemeyer
Don and Lucy Hortberg
Hosey and Susan Hutson

Silver Level Sponsors

Becomers Sunday School Class

Boardman, Carr, Hutchenson & Bennett, PC
Dorothy Eady Brown

Lee and Joy Cooper

Davis & Nix Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Joe and Jane Gamble

Dr. George Joe and Dr. Elizabeth Branscomb
Mike and Sherry Harris

Peter and Lynn Hendricks

Dr. and Mrs. David Kimberlin

Response
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M&B Metal Products

Henry Mellen

Regions Bank

Mary Roebuck

Dr. Robert Russell and Podiatry Associ-
ates

ServisFirst Bank

Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El

St John’s United Methodist Church

Gold Level Sponsors

In Memory of Cory Alexander Brault
Genesis Sunday School Class

Joy Class of Canterbury

Kane Steel and Iron, LLC

MK Metalworks Sales, LLC

Waller Lansden Dortch and Davis
Gary and Kathy West

Platinum Level Sponsors

Maynard Cooper and Gale, P.C.
Morgan Keegan and Company, Inc
Trinity United Methodist Church




